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SERMON. 


PSALM     110.    15. 

Precious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of 
his  saints. 

ALL  scripture  is  given  by  the  inspiration  of  God^ 
and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correc- 
tion and  instruction  in  righteousness.  Though  all 
and  every  part  of  the  scripture  is  precious,  yet  some 
parts  are  more  instructive  than  others.  The  psalms 
of  David  are  certainly  as  profitable  as  any  part  of 
the  sacred  writings.  Here  we  can  always  find  some- 
thing  suited  to  our  case.  The  Psalmists  had  all  the 
variety  of  christian  experience,  from  the  loftiest  height 
of  joy,  to  the  lowest  depth  of  sorrow.  Most  of  the 
psalms  contain  much  of  the  nature  of  an  experimental 
diary  ;  yet,  occasionally,  truths  of  a  general  nature 
are  expressed.  Our  text  is  a  truth  of  a  general  kind. 
Precious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his 
saints. 

The  natural  division  of  our  text  is,  1st.  To  de- 
scribe the  character  of  the  saints  of  the  Lord.  Snd, 
To  shew  why  their  death  is  precious  in  his  sighto 


I.  I  ara  to  describe  the  character  of  the  saints  of 
the  Lord.  All  men  are  divided  into  two  classes^ 
saints  and  sinners.  These  two  classes  are  separated 
by  certain  distinguishing  traits  of  character. 

1.  The  saints  of  the  Lord  are  born  again.  The 
Saviour  of  men  asserts  with  a  repeated  verily, 
(which  is  the  most  solemn  of  all  modes  of  expression) 
that  unless  we  are  born  again,  we  cannot  see  the 
kingdom  of  God.  They  are  born,  not  of  blood,  nor 
of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  matif  hut  of 
God.  They  are  washed,  they  are  sanctified,  they  are 
justified,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the 
spirit  of  our  God.  If  it  be  asked  how  this  change  is 
eJBTected,  we  answer  in  the  words  of  our  Lord  himr 
self.  The  wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth,  and  thou 
hearest  the  sound  thereof,  but  canst  not  tell  w^henceit 
Cometh,  and  whither  it  goeth  :  so  is  every  one  that 
is  born  of  the  Spirit. 

S.  They  repent  of  sin.  In  their  natural  state,  sin 
is  their  element.  They  delight  in  their  own  chosen 
way.  The  prodigal  sou  desired  his  portion  of  goods, 
that  he  might  go  from  his  father's  house,  and  be  freed 
from  paternal  restraint.  His  father  gratified  his  wish- 
es. He  was  reduced  to  a  most  wretched  state.  He 
fain  would  hav(?  filled  his  belly  with  the  husks  that 
the  swine  did  eat ;  but  no  man  gave  him.  The  mis. 
ery  of  his  situation  led  him  to  reflect  upon  the  means 
of  his  being  brought  into  that  condition.  The  vile- 
ness  of  his  conduct  arose  to  his  view.  He  returned 
to  his  Father  penitent.  Father  1  have  sinned  against 
heaven  and  in  thy  sight.  1  am  no  more  worthy  to  be 
called  thy  son.  He  sorrowed  after  a  godly  sort.  The 
sinner,  when  he  is  brought  to  true   repentance,  ap- 
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proves  of  the  divine  law  that  condemns  him.  He 
loathes  and  abhors  himself  for  violating  it.  His  sor- 
row arises  not  so  much  from  his  exposedncss  to  divine 
anger,  as  from  a  view  of  the  vile  nature  of  sin.  True 
repentance  is  purifying  in  its  nature.  It  begets  an 
abhorrence  of  every  false  way.  The  saint  esteems  it 
not  sufficient  that  he  once  repents,  but  feels  that  he 
must  repent  as  often  as  he  falls  into  sin. 

3.  The  saints  of  God  have  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  Faith  is  a  prominent  trait  in  the  character  of 
the  saint.  The  Apostle  devotes  a  whole  chapter  in 
liis  epistle  to  the  Hebrewsj  to  shew  how  faith  ooera- 
ted  in  the  old  testament  saints.  This  was  the  wonder 
working  principle  that  wrought  all  the  deliverances 
for  the  people  of  God,  in  the  ages  previous  to  the 
coming  of  the  Messiah.  Abraham,  the  father  of  the 
faithful,  and  all  the  faithful  after  hira,  believed  iu 
God,  and  it  was  accounted  unto  them  for  righteous- 
ness, (vhrist  assured  his  hearers  that  this  was  es- 
sential to  salvation.  He  that  helieveth  shall  be  saved. 
Faith  is  the  principle  that  forms  the  union  between 
Christ  and  the  saint.  It  unites  to  him,  even  as  the 
branch  unites  to  the  vine.  This  is  the  channel  through 
which  blessings  flow  unto  the  soul,  from  Christ  the 
fountain.  The  faith  of  which  we  now  speak,  is  not 
merely  the  cold  assent  of  the  understanding,  an  his- 
toric belief  of  the  fact  that  a  person,  called  Jesus  of 
Nazareth,  made  his  appearance  in  Jerusalem  iSOO 
years  ago,  and  did  and  said  what  is  recorded  of  him, 
in  the  four  evangelists.  <^^  Faith  in  Christ,  or  saving 
faith,  is  that  wrought  in  the  heart  by  the  divine  Spir- 
it, whereby  we  are  persuaded  that  Christ  is  the  Mes- 
siah j  and  possesses  such  a  desire  and  expectation  of 


the  blessings  he  has  promised  in  the  gospel,  as  enga- 
ges the  mind  to  fix  its  dependence  on  Him,  and  sub- 
ject itself  to  Him,  in  all  the  ways  of  holy  obedience, 
and  relying  solely  on  his  grace  for  everlasting  life." 

4.  The  saints  of  God  have  a  well  grounded  hope  of 
immortal  happiness  beyond  the  grave.  The  chris- 
tian's hope  is  not  a  delusive  phantom.  It  is  not  a 
shadow  without  a  substance.  It  is  not  the  delusive 
belief,  which  the  mass  of  the  world  have,  that  they 
shall  be  happy  after  death  ;  for  which  they  can  give 
no  other  reason,  than  that  such  are  their  wishes. 
It  is  not  the  hope  of  the  hypocrite,  founded  upon  a 
presumptive  confidence.  This  will  perish  when  God 
shall  take  away  the  soul.  The  true  hope  of  the 
christian  is  an  expectation  of  future  good,  founded 
upon  the  promise  of  God.  This  is  the  hope,  which, 
as  an  anchor  to  the  soul,  is  both  sure  and  steadfast, 
and  which  enterethinto  that  within  the  vail.  This 
anchor  prevents  from  making  shipwreck  of  our  faith, 
amidst  all  the  storms  and  tempests  of  human  life. 
When  the  waves  of  trouble  beat  against  our  ship,  wc 
are  preserved  from  being  overwhelmed.  This  hope 
is  not  founded  upon  a  miraculous  voice,  which  the 
person  supposes  he  may  have  lieard,  nor  upon  any 
sudden  impulse  he  may  have  felt.  But  it  is  founded 
upon  evidence.  The  person  finds  within  himself  the 
graces  that  constitute  the  christian  character.  He  is 
conscious  that  he  exercises  love,  joy,  peace,  ivliich  are 
the  fruits  of  the  Spirit.  These  are  some  of  the  dis- 
tinguishing traits  in  the  character  of  the  saints  of  God. 
We  now  proceed  II.  to  shew  why  <he  death  of  the 
saints  is  precious  in  his  sight. 

1.  The  death  of  God's  saints  is  precious  in  his  eyes> 


because  it  evinces  the  reality  of  religion.  Death  is 
the  king  of  terrors.  It  is  more  dreaded  than  all  oth- 
er evils.  Though  life  is  beset  with  a  thousand  ills, 
still  men  choose  rather  to  bear  the  ills  they  have,  than 
to  fly  to  others,  that  they  know  not  of.  Much  has 
been  said  by  infidel  philosophers  of  the  last  century, 
respecting  the  power  of  their  principles  to  meet  death. 
David  Hume,  the  day  before  his  dissolution,  amused 
himself  by  making  sport  of  death,  and  scenes  beyond 
the  grave.  Though  some  pretenders  of  this  descrip- 
tion have  died  in  a  state  of  stupidity,  others  have  been 
awfully  alarmed.  Of  one  English  Infidel,  it  is  re- 
corded :  "  In  the  near  view  of  death,  at  an  advanced 
age,  deep  remorse  and  terror  took  possession  of  his 
soul :  but  he  had  no  friend  about  him  to  v/hom  he 
could  communicate  the  state  of  his  mind,  or  from  whom 
he  could  derive  either  counsel,  or  consolation.  One 
day,  in  the  absence  of  his  attendants,  he  raised  his  ex- 
hausted body  on  his  dying  bed,  and  threw  himself 
on  the  floor,  where  he  was  found  in  greli  agony  of 
spirit,  with  a  prayer-book  in  his  hand." 

Another  person,  whose  name  stands  high  on  the 
rolls  of  infidelity,  dreaded  lest  his  fears  should  be 
alarmed  in  the  near  prospect  of  death.  He  told  his 
friends  not  to  regard  expressions  that  he  might  use 
in  sicknesS;,  but  to  look  into  his  writings  for  his  belief, 

YoUaire,  after  he  had  devoted  more  than  half  a 
centiu'y  to  destroy  Christianity,  or  to  use  his  own  fa- 
vorite maxim,  ^*  to  crush  the  ivretch  ,*"  as  his  nurse 
and  some  other  of  his  attendants  testified,  died  in 
horror. 

Tiie  author  of  the  Age  of  Reason,  near  the  close  of 
life,  repeatedly  called  upon  God  and  Christ  for  help. 


Christianity  does  not  desert  its  disciples  at  the  hour 
of  death.  When  Stephen  was  stoned  to  death,  he 
was  perfectly  calm  and  tranquil.  Lord  Jesus,  receive 
my  spirit,  was  his  devout  aspiration.  When  he  had 
thus  said,  he  fell  asleep,  Many  holy  confessors  and 
martyrs  have  been  happy  amidst  the  most  excrucia- 
ting sufferings.  Said  one,  amidst  the  flames,  this  bed 
of  fire  is  to  me  a  bed  of  down.  The  aged  Paul, 
when  he  was  about  to  receive  the  crown  of  martyr- 
dom :  JSTow  I  am  ready  to  he  offered  ;  the  time  of  my 
departure  is  at  hand :  I  have  fought  a  giwd  fight,  I  ■> 
have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith  ;  hence- 
forth there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteous- 
ness, which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  judge,  will  give 
me  at  that  day.  It  has  triumphed  over  death  in  a 
thousand  instances,  in  our  time.  It  has  often  con- 
quered the  king  of  terrors.  As  the  Lord's  saints 
have  approached  the  grave,  they  have  been  led  to  ex- 
claim, ^^  0  grave,  where  is  thy  victory !  0  death, 
where  is  (jy  sting  V'  Such  deaths  have  testified  to 
the  reality  of  religion.  The  death  of  such  saints  is 
precious  in  Grod's  eyes. 

S.  The  death  of  God's  saints  is  precious  in  his 
eyes,  because  their  warfare  is  accomplished,  and  they 
go  home  to  receive  their  reward.  Blessed  are  the 
dead  that  die  in  the  Lord,  for  they  rest  from  their  la- 
hours,  and  their  works  follow  them.  They  have  no 
more  disquieting  doubts,  or  distrusting  fears.  Their 
warfare  is  accomplished,  their  victory  is  won.  The 
blessed  Saviour  receives  them  into  the  mansions,  that 
he  has  prepared  for  them.  Where  He  is,  there  they 
will  be  also.  They  hunger  no  more :  they  thirst  no 
more  •  neither  does  the  sun  light  on  them,  or  any  heat. 
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Bod  leads  them  to  living  fountains  of  water,  and 
wipesi  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes.  The  Adver- 
sary can  no  longer  harrass  and  vex  thera.  The  flesh 
can  no  more  war  against  the  Spirit.  The  victory  is 
achieved.  Thanks  he  unto  God,  that  giveth  the  vic- 
tory,  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

1.  We  learn  that  God  has  an  high  and  tender  re- 
gard for  his  saints.  The  saints  are  those  on  whom 
God  has  impressed  his  own  image.  He  has  renewed 
them  by  his  spirit.  He  has  given  them  repentance 
and  faith,  and  a  well  founded  hope  of  immortal  glory. 
The  saints  and  the  excellent  of  the  earth  are  those  in 
whom  God  delights.  Behold,  I  have  graven  thee 
upon  the  palms  of  my  hands,  thy  walls  are  continually 
before  me.  As  I  have  sworn  that  the  waters  of  Noah 
should  no  more  go  over  the  earth,  so  have  I  sworn 
that  I  would  no  more  be  wroth  with  thee,  nor  rebuke 
thee.  For  the  mountains  shall  depart,  and  the  hills 
be  removed,  but  my  kindness  shall  not  depart  from 
thee,  neither  shall  the  covenant  of  my  peace  be  remo- 
ved, saith  the  Lord,  that  hath  mercy  on  thee. 

Can  a  woman  forget  her  infant  child,  that  she 
should  not  have  compassion  upon  the  son  of  her  womb  ? 
Yea,  she  may.  But  He  can  never  forget  his  people. 
God  is  present  with  his  people,  under  all  their  trials. 
He  proportions  his  strength  to  their  day.  His  graca 
is  sufficient  for  them.  Who  shall  separate  them  from 
the  love  of  Christ?  Shall  death  ?  Nay.  Death  only 
gives  them  near  access  to  their  beloved  Lord.  God 
will  not  suffer  one  of  those  Mttl©  ones^  that  believe 
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in  him,  to  perish.     God  hath  an  high  and  tender  re-^ 
gard  for  all  his  saints. 

2.  We  learn  how  death  can  be  met  with  compo- 
sure. The  stupidity  and  unconceTii,  with  which  ma- 
ny meet  death,  differ  widely  from  the  serenity  of  the 
christian.  The  first  are  those  of  whom  the  Psalnust 
says,  '^  there  is  no  bands  in  their  death. ^^  They 
have  no  fearf?,  Not  because  there  is  nothing  to  be 
fearedjy  but  because  they  are  blind,  they  see  not  their 
danger.  The  christian  sees  his  danger,  and  flees  to 
Christ  for  refuge.  The  sting  of  death  is  sin.  He 
believes  in  Christ.  His  sin  is  forgiven.  This  takes 
from  death  its  sting.  In  this  way,  death  is  disarmed 
of  its  terrors.  Multitudes  in  every  age,  have  met 
death  with  an  holy  triumph. 

"  Jesus  can  make  a  dying  bed, 
*'  Feel  soft -as  downy  pilIo\Ys  are; 

*'  While  on  his  breast  I  lean  my  head, 

"And  breathe  my  life  out  sweetly  there." 
S.  Our  subject  affords  instruction  and  consolation 
to  our  friends,  that  have  lately  been  called  to  mourn. 
Precious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his 
saints.  When  we  are  called  to  part  witr.  beloved  re- 
lations, nothing  consoles  so  much  as  the  hope  that 
their  exchange  of  worlds  is  happy  for  them.  Though 
we  may  sensibly  feel  the  loss  of  their  society,  we 
ought  not  to  regret  their  departure.  Though  with, 
them  to  live  is  Christ,  yet  to  die  is  gain. 

With  the  afflicted  and  bereaved  husband,  I  do 
most  tenderly  sympathize.  God  has  taken  from  yOu 
the  desire  of  your  eyes.  Lover  and  friend  has  he  re- 
moved, the  partner  of  thy  life,  the  sharer  of  thy  joys 
and  sorrows.     But  he  has  taken  only  what  he  had  a 
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i'ight  to  take.  In  your  affliction,  go  unto  Him,  that 
is  a  present  help  in  every  time  of  trouble.  Cast  all  ihy 
care  upon  Him,  that  careth  for  thee.  Though  it  be 
allowable  to  mourn,  it  is  not  to  murmur.  "i£  is  well ;" 
for  God  hath  done  it — God  that  doth  not  willingly 
grieve  nor  afflict  the  children  of  men — God  that 
knows  what  is  best  for  you,  hath  done  it.  No  afflic- 
tion for  the  present  is  joyous,  but  grievous.  After- 
wards it  yields  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness. 
Sanctified  afflictions  are  the  greatest  mercies  that  God 
can  bestow  upon.  us.     They  are  friends  in  disguise* 

"  Smitten  friends 

Are  Angels  sent  on  errands  full  of  love  j. 

Fop  us  they  languish^  and  for  us  they  die ; 

And  shall  they  languish,  shall  they  die  in  vain  ?" 
Said  the  Psalmist,  "  It  is  good  for  me  that  I  have 
heen  affiicted  ;  that  1  might  learn  thy  statutes.  Be- 
fore 1  was  afflicted,  I  went  astray,  hut  now  T  have 
kept  thy  word "  Carry  your  case  before  God  in 
prayer^,  and  he  will  cause  affliction  to  be  as  advan- 
tageous'to  you,  as  it  was  to  his  ancient  servant.  God 
has  now  spoken  unto  you ;  will  you  not  hear  his 
voice?  Be  ye  also  ready.  You  will  go  unto  her  ;  she 
will  not  return  unto  you.  Whatsoever  thy  hand  fin- 
deth  to  do,  do  it  with  all  thy  might.  May  God  in 
mercy  grant  that  when  you  shall  come  to  lie  on  your 
dying  bed,  you  may  have  the  same  divine  support, 
that  your  departed  wife  experienced. 

The  afflicted,  the  mourning  children  next  claim  a 
share  of  our  sympathy.  You  deeply  feel  the  loss  of 
a  tender  and  affectionate  mother.  What  words  can  I 
take,  that  will  assuage  your  grief?  Your  language 
?into  us  is,  '^  Have  -jpity  ujpon  us,  have  j)ity  ajpon  iis^ 


O  ye  our  friends  f  for  the  hand  of  the  Lordhath  touch- 
ed us,''  Shall  I  tell  you  of  the  tenderness  and  affec- 
tion of  your  mother?  This  will  only  add  poignancy 
to  your  grief.  My  young  friends,  this  is  a  world  of 
trial.  No  strange  thing  has  happened  unto  yon. 
Many  of  us,  in  this  house,  have  sustained  the  same 
loss.  One  generation  jpasseth  away,  and  another 
Cometh.  This  event  addresses  ^ou  in  a  very  solemn 
and  affecting  manner.  Your  mother,  while  living, 
set  before  yoa  a  good  example.  She  gave  you  ranch 
pious  counsel  and  instruction.  Call  to  mind  the  many 
warnings,  reproofs  and  admonitions  that  she  gave  you. 
Lead  such  lives  as  it  was  her  dyiag  prayer  that  you 
should  lead.  Expect  not  to  find  happiness  in  world- 
ly  pursuits.  Choose  the  Lord  Jehovah  for  your  God, 
Remember  now  your  Creator  in  the  days  of  your 
youth.  Though  you  are  young,  you  have  no  security 
against  death.  x\cquaint  now  thyself  with  Go d^  and 
be  at  peace^  and  thereby  good  will  come  unto  thee. 

The  other  relatives  and  friends  share  our  sympathy. 
With  them  we  mourn,  and  w^ould  direct  them  to  the 
fountain  of  consolation,  that  never  fails.  May  God 
in  mercy  grant,  that  this  event  may  be  sanctified  unto 
you,  and  prepare  yon  to  follow  your  departed  friend. 

In  the  next  place,  this  event  addresses  itself  to  the 
Church  of  Christ  in  this  place.  Our  sister  Coolidge 
is  no  more.  She  was  accustomed  to  resort  with  us 
to  this  house  of  worship.  With  us  she  was  accus- 
tomed to  come  around  the  sacramental  board.  But 
the  place  in  this  house,  that  once  knew  her,  will 
know  her  no  more.  She  will  no  more  go  with  this 
multitude,  that  keep  holy  time,  unto  the  house  of 
prayer^     Bui  we  trust,  that  she  has  been  removed  to 
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a  state,  where  she  enjoys  more  exalted  privileges— 
where  she  no  longer  sees  through  a  glass  darkly,  but 
face  to  face. 

This  opinion  is  not  grounded  upon  the  wish,  which 
all  have,  that  their  friends  may  be  happy  after  death- 
Bat  we  have  all  the  evidence,  of  which  the  nature  of 
the  case  will  admit.  Ever  since  I  have  been  acquain- 
ted with  her,  I  have  viewed  her  as  an  humble,  pious, 
prayerful  christian.  Humility  was  a  distinguishing 
trait  in  her  character.  She  ever  had  a  deep  sense  of 
her  own  unworthiness.  She  saw  so  much  of  pollu- 
tion in  herself,  that  she  could  hardly  persuade  her- 
self that  she  was  a  christian.  Though  she  had  many 
fears  respecting  her  acceptance  with  God,  still  she 
would  add,  that  she  would  not  renounce  her  hope, 
for  all  earthly  possessions.  This  was  the  state  of  her 
mind  when  her  last  sickness  commenced.  She  was 
much  troubled  with  doubts  and  fears  respecting  her 
good  estate.  This  led  her  carefully  and  prayerfully 
to  examine  on  what  foundation  she  stood.  She  be- 
sought the  Lord  to  give  her  more  light  and  love.  God 
heard  her  cries,  and  laitnessed  her  tears.  He  came  ,* 
he  did  not  tarry.  For  a  number  of  weeks  before  her 
death,  she  enjoyed  the  continued  light  of  God's  coun- 
tenance. One  morning,  when  I  visited  her,  she  ob- 
served that  she  did  not  sleep  much  the  last  night : 
that  such  were  her  views  of  glory  and  the  heavenly 
w^orld,  that  she  feared  to  sleep,  lest  she  should  lose 
those  joys.  Oh  they  were  inexpressible  !  On  being 
asked  whether  she  w^as  troubled  with  doubts  and 
fears,  she  answered  ^no' ;  nor  with  temptations  of  Sa- 
tan. She  repeatedly  expressed  a  longing  desire  to 
dej^art  ami  go  to  Christ.     On  being  asked  whether 
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death  had  any  terrors,  she  answered^  ^no'.  Truly 
precious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his 
saints.  Who  can  help  exclaiming.  Let  me  die  the 
death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  last  end  be  like  his  ! 
My  brethren  and  sisters  of  the  church,  let  us  follow 
our  departed  sister,  so  far  as  she  followed  Christ. 
Let  us  copy  that  humility,  which  was  so  evidently  a 
distinguishing  trait  in  her  character.  Let  us  be  fol- 
lowers of  them,  who,  through  faith  and  patience,  have 
gone  to  inherit  the  promises.  Are  any  humble  chris- 
tians  labouring  under  doubts  and  fears  ?  Let  them 
take  courage.  We,  in  this  case,  have  seen  the  end  of 
the  Lord.  These  very  doubts  and  fears  were  the 
means,  which  God  used,  to  bring  her  entirely  off 
from  self  dependence,  and  make  her  sensible  that  her 
deliverance  was  wholly  of  grace.  Such  also^,  thou 
humble  believer,  will  be  the  issue  of  thy  case.  The 
Lord  is  pitiful  and  of  tender  mercy.  He  will  work  a 
^ay  for  thy  deliverance,  and  thy  end  will  be  glorious. 

Lastly,  our  subject  addresses  itself  to  the  careless 
and  stupid.  The  death  of  the  saint  is  precious  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Lord.  His  end  is  happy.  He  falls  asleep 
in  Jesus.  But  the  sinner,  though  he  die  an  hundred 
years  old,  shall  be  accursed.  Of  the  righteous,  there 
is  hope  in  his  death — but  of  the  sinner,  there  is  none. 
The  wicked  shall  be  driven  away  in  their  wicked- 
ness. 

But  your  state  is  not  yet  fixed.  You  are  now  pris- 
oners of  hope.  To  day,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice, 
harden  not  your  hearts.  Be  entreated  to  lay  down 
your  weapons  of  rebellion.  I  beseech  you  in  Christ's 
stead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God.  The  person  whom 
we  this  day  mourn,  was  once  far  from  God  ;  but  she 
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repented  of  sin^  and  found  mercy  through  a  crucified 
Saviour.  She  did  not  defer  this  work  till  her  last 
sickness,  but  she  chose  God  for  her  portion  in  youth 
and  in  health.  Return  unto  God  ;  and  He  that  had 
mercy  on  her,  will  have  mercy  on  you.  If  you  wish 
for  the  same  support  in  death  that  she  had,  you  must 
lead  lier  life. 

Let  file  wicked  man  forsake  his  ivay,  and  the  un- 
righteous man  his  thoughts  ;  let  him  return  unto  the 
Lord,  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him  /  and  unto 
eur  Gody  and  he  will  abundantly  pardon  him. 


AMEN. 


